
Connecting Communities with Rails & Trails



Who We Are

● ENTIRELY volunteer-run 
non-profit 

● Funding comes from city 
discretionary funds and 
donations. 

● Our plans were developed 
based on extensive community 
and political outreach.

● We want your input for how to 
make QueensLink better!



Lawmakers and Orgs that support advancing the QueensLink Proposal!



What is QueensLink?

● Why not both?

● QueensLink is both Rails AND Trails:

○ An alternative transportation 
backbone for central Queens.

○ Extends the M train from Queens 
Blvd to the Rockaways.

○ Creates up to 33 acres of new parks 
along the ROW

● Based on 2019 MTA Feasibility study, 
found rail reactivation WAS feasible, as 
well as space for new parks.
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2019 MTA RBB Sketch Assessment

https://new.mta.info/project/reactivating-rockaway-beach-branch



Rego Park/Forest Hills benefits

● Only North-South rail line in Queens

● Safe north-south bike paths; access to Forest Park

● Rego Park Gardens and the Forest Hills Greenway 
will provide 20 acres of new neighborhood park 
space

● Less traffic/air pollution on Woodhaven Blvd

● Better access to commercial areas on 
Metropolitan Ave and Rego Park malls

● Faster trips to JFK Airport and Rockaway Beaches

● Safer trips for students to and from MELS campus

● Potential to extend G train from Court Sq to 
71st-Contiential Av



Rego Park Tunnel

A tunnel is needed to connect the embankment 
with the existing Queens Blvd subway.

● MTA: tunnel along 66th Ave (1), requiring heavy 
construction on residential streets, underpinning 
buildings (2), and closing the Forest Hills Little 
League ball fields for a subway portal (4).

● QueensLink: 67th Ave alternative would allow 
for the tunnel to be built deeper underground, 
avoiding building foundations (3), and would 
extend further south (to Metropolitan Ave), 
saving the ball fields.

● QueensLink would use the parking lots near 
Home Depot for construction, and use the LIRR 
Lower Montauk rail line for waste removal 
(eliminating heavy trucks). 



Forest Hills Little League

LIRR Main Line

Terraced Gardens

New Pedestrian & 
Bike Bridge

Forest Hills Little League

Fleet St

New Pedestrian & 
Bike Bridge



Metropolitan Ave Station
& Overlook Park

● On the site of the tunnel portal at Metropolitan Avenue, a 
new station would be constructed with a rooftop park.

● Bike and pedestrian paths continue south alongside the 
tracks as they rise out and onto the existing right of way.

Rambla de Sants, Barcelona Spain



● 2-track wide rail line

● High fences to keep out trespassers

● Separate walking and bike paths

● New lighting along paths

● Rebuilt retaining wall with sound barrier on west side of ROW

● Stairs and ADA compliant ramps at Forest Park Drive, Myrtle Ave, 
and Jackie Robinson Parkway

Note: Rendering has removed some trees for clarity.

Forest Park







Phase 1 Parks?

The argument for the QueensWay is that 
new parks and bike paths could be built 
long before transit. We acknowledge that, 
and have identified areas which could be 
developed first, leaving space for transit 
later.

● Rego Park Gardens
● Metro Hub path
● Forest Park Greenway

With additional on-street bike lanes, we can 
create a bike corridor between Queens Blvd 
and Forest Park.



Case Study: The Atlanta BeltLine



Case Study: The Atlanta BeltLine



Case Study: The Atlanta BeltLine



Case Study: The Atlanta BeltLine

~12 ft



Metropolitan Hub:
QueensWay

Preliminary Metro Hub designs call for a shared 
path to be built on the rail bed, and a new bridge 
built in a same location as the previous rail bridge.

This design clearly leaves no space for future rail 
reactivation, despite assurances from City officials 
and the MTA.

Metro Hub land currently managed by New York 
City Department of Citywide Administrative 
Services (DCAS), but would be transferred to Parks 
Dept., requiring future park alienation if transit is 
added.



After attending Parks/EDC 
public scoping meetings, we 
came up with a proposal that 
addresses the key things that 
we heard from the public.

What we heard:
● Space for transit
● Safe access to Forest 

Park
● Public bathrooms

This property will be transferred 
to the Parks Dept. Any future 
transit through here would 
require park alienation, which 
will most likely be fought over in 
court.

A transportation easement must 
be included in this transfer.



Metropolitan Hub: QueensLink
Our plan moves the path and 
new bridge to the side, 
providing the same connection 
to Union Turnpike, while 
creating a Transportation 
Easement for the future rail and 
station.

This would allow for future 
reactivation with minimal 
disruption to the paths and 
park; no park alienation.

A-A B-B C-C

A

A

B

B

C

C



BART: Oakland, CA

MARTA: Atlanta, GA





Our Asks of CB6

● To support our alternative plans for a 
Metropolitan Hub park that leaves space 
for future transit.

● To support our request of the NY City 
Council to fund an Economic Study on 
the benefits of QueensLink to the local 
economy.

● To support our request for $10 million in 
the 2024-25 NYS budget for an 
Environmental Impact Statement.





Forest Hills-71 Av Present Service Forest Hills-71 Av Proposed Service


