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Who We Are

ENTIRELY volunteer-run
non-profit

Funding comes from city
discretionary funds and
donations.

Our plans were developed
based on extensive community
and political outreach.

We want your input for how to
make QueensLink better!




Lawmakers and Orgs that su

ort advancing the QueensLink Proposal!
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What is QueensLink?

,Lé@ \ .67thAv R ‘\
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e Why not both? =
e QueenslLink is both Rails AND Trails Ry
o An alternative transportation Metropoltan Av ?‘(@
backbone for central Queens \
o Extends the M train from Queens
Blvd to the Rockaways
@)

Creates up to 33 acres of new parks
along the ROW

Based on 2019 MTA Feasibility study,

found rail reactivation WAS feasible, as
well as space for new parks
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2019 MTA RBB Sketch Assessment

The Team performed a Constructability Analysis as part of the study to identify any major obstacles with each alignment. In
terms of construction feasibility, there is no single “fatal flaw” that would disqualify either of the LIRR or NYCT alternatives
from being constructed and operated.

While the local TOD potential around RBB station areas is limited, with established residential neighborhoods and little
opportunity/space to dramatically increase population density, the region would experience economic growth through
increased property values, desirability/quality of life benefits, accessibility, and mobility options through leveraging the
improved travel times to Midtown Manhattan for the study area’s primarily middle class residents.

@ Long Island Rail Road

PHASE ONE: ROCKAWAY BEACH BRANCH SKETCH ASSESSMENT
FINAL WHITE PAPER

LIRR CONTRACT 6168C-10-09, RELEASE “A”
3.8 EXAMINATION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR POSSIBLE JOINT USE

oy D ) There are competing neighborhood plans for the future of the RBB. Some want ROW transformed into a recreational use
QVST rA A=COM KSE "5-"_""3;"5"_" whereas others advocate for reactivated transit service. Although both plans seem to be in opposition to one another, there
:‘Z‘;Ev"‘:‘:”m;‘m“ UK. === T may be a possibility to combine elements of each plan to create a right-of-way to support both uses. The following are some
September 21,2018 s A options the Team has identified:

Potential recreational trail possible under the rebuilt viaduct section between 97" Avenue and Liberty Avenue.
Potential to build south of Fleet Street, parallel to the tracks on the eastside of the trail. This would require converting
the existing embankment to retained fill walls at the mapped ROW edge of the alignment.

Through Forest Park, a new elevated walkway could be constructed similar to the High Line Park in Manhattan.

https://new.mta.info/project/reactivating-rockaway-beach-branch



° Reactivation of the LIRR Rockaway Beach Branch
@u e e n s LI n k for Integration into the New York City Subway
Conceptual Schematic

Copyright © 2023 QueensLink. Based on Original © 2014 Eric Chase, Transbay Blog
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Rego Park Tunnel

OOR

A tunnel is needed to connect the embankment
with the existing Queens Blvd subway.

e  MTA: tunnel along 66th Ave (1), requiring heavy
construction on residential streets, underpinning
buildings (2), and closing the Forest Hills Little
League ball fields for a subway portal (4).

e QueensLink: 67th Ave alternative would allow
for the tunnel to be built deeper underground,
avoiding building foundations (3), and would
extend further south (to Metropolitan Ave),
saving the ball fields.

e QueensLink would use the parking lots near
Home Depot for construction, and use the LIRR
Lower Montauk rail line for waste removal
(eliminating heavy trucks).




New Pedestrian &
Bike Bridge

LIRR Main Line




Metropolitan Ave Station
& Overlook Park

e  On the site of the tunnel portal at Metropolitan Avenue, a
new station would be constructed with a rooftop park.

e Bike and pedestrian paths continue south alongside the
tracks as they rise out and onto the existing right of way.
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Forest Park

e 2-track wide rail line

e High fences to keep out trespassers
e Separate walking and bike paths

e New lighting along paths

e  Rebuilt retaining wall with sound barrier on west side of ROW

e  Stairs and ADA compliant ramps at Forest Park Drive, Myrtle Ave,
and Jackie Robinson Parkway

Note: Rendering has removed some trees for clarity.



Vibration-Absorbent Trackbed Passing Peacefully Through
Woodhaven and Richmond Hill

Perimeter Fencing N .
Continuously welded track, damping

Nine-foot fence along the base of the ai‘:;:;:i E‘C’Z::sri‘:: ‘br:is:s'“"ate the Due to the close proximity of neighboring buildings to the Rock-

embankment separates backyards and away Beach Branch right-of-way, no park would be possible

prevents unauthorized access through Woodhaven and Richmond Hill with QueensLink’s plan.

; . Instead, the existing tree-laden setback along the right of way
Rebullt Abutments and Bridge would be used as a natural sound and vibration barrier between
. <>

the new tracks and adjacent homes and businesses.
New abutments support rail trestle
bridge and earthen embankments on

eadh side.of theroad Improvements in sound mitigation over the last decade have pro-

vided several options to eliminate the vast majority of sound

coming from railways. Envisioned here is the permeable sound
barrier option, which redirects the sounds of passing trains up-
wards and adds privacy for local residents with foliage growing
directly from the wall.

Living Sound Barrier

Fourteen-foot sound barrier features
modular “plant pockets” combining to
create a foliage cover. These barriers
will not only provide peace and tran-
quillity, but also a layer of privacy to
residents along the track

Residential Backyards

Backyards of private residences line
the track between Atlantic Avenue and

Park Lane South
Natural Privacy Setback

Sloped embankment separates track
level from street level with a variety of
native trees and plants

Section at 91st Avenue

1. Existing railway embankment made of compacted soil

2. NYCT right-of-way and maintenance walkways

3. 25’ natural sloped setback made up of native trees and plant species
4. 14’ permeable sound barriers on each side
5.
6

. 9" metal fencing on each side
. Neighborhood residences and businesses along the right-of-way

JLICIC
mims

2

91 Avenue



Observation Deck and Gathering Space

New overhang above intersections pro-
vides scenic views and a designated
meet-up spot covered by a pergola roof

Elevated Linear Park

Tree- and garden-lined pedestrian green-
way from 103rd Avenue to a new park at
Atlantic Avenue

Former Ozone Park Station Site

Rebuilt platform overhang allows for
additional park space above and a col-
onnade-lined sidewalk below

Park Southern Entrance

Inviting outdoor staircase and fully ac-
cessible elevator link the park with the
street, commercial space and station

Expanded Eastern Sidewalk

Revamped 99th Street improves pe-
destrian conditions and offers outdoor

dining opportunities

Rebuilding the Rockaway Beach
Branch Viaduct in Ozone Park

What are QueensLink’s values?
How do we tackle a project like the Rockaway Beach Branch?

First, we value a commitment to an open process and continuous
engagement with the community. Second, we value a commit-
ment to design that enhances the public realm. Thirdly, we value
a commitment to improving the quality of life of Ozone Park resi-
dents by expanding access to green transportation.

‘ Park Retaining Wall

Eight-foot wall separates elevated
green space and passing trains while
doubling as a sound barrier

We envision a sustainable transit corridor that features rail, cy-
cling and pedestrian infrastructure, along with new public plazas,
retail space and community parking. This would mean rebuilding
the half-mile-long viaduct and working with local businesses
below the existing structure. The design of this corridor will be
developed in close collaboration with the community.

Street Level Open Air Plaza

Shaded area equipped with outdoor
seating gives the community new open
space for performances, art and dining

Liberty Avenue Station

Platform stretches from 103rd Avenue
to Liberty Avenue with fully accessible
entrances at each end

Commercial Space Within Structure

Public lots below the viaduct trans-
formed into a local marketplace and
hub for small businesses

Bidirectional Protected Bike Lane

Parallel bike lanes as part of a redevel-
oped Cross Bay Bicycle Corridor project
between the Rockaways and Forest Park



Phase 1 Parks?

The argument for the QueensWay is that
new parks and bike paths could be built
long before transit. We acknowledge that,
and have identified areas which could be

developed first, leaving space for transit
later.

e Rego Park Gardens
e Metro Hub path
([

Forest Park Greenway

With additional on-street bike lanes, we can

create a bike corridor between Queens Blvd
and Forest Park.

63rd DrOOR

Rego Park Forest Hills
Gardens 71 Av@GOOR
Phase 1 park
development 9

3
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Forest Hills
Greenway

Temporary on-street
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Case Study: The Atlanta BeltLine

PRACHTREE PARK

GARDEN HILS

LANOOEAGH MOHBG: @

INDROGE MARTIN M

BEDFORD PINE, %
0L FOURTH wARO )

‘O AN PARK
Koy

BuTLER gTREET &

ATLANTA UNVERSITY

HEIGHTS

shgres cHiLER|

SUMMERHILL

MEWOOD PARK

RGeS B /ADAR PARK
‘CASCADE ROAD X

CAPITOL VIEW
CAPITOL VIEV
HGH POINT
/ BENTERN
CARVERHOMES.

dJovuano FEEN




Ine

The Atlanta BeltL

Viv: WL/

e

Case Study



Save the
Beltline!
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Case Study: The Atlanta BeltLine




Metropolitan Hub:
QueensWay

Preliminary Metro Hub designs call for a shared
path to be built on the rail bed, and a new bridge
built in a same location as the previous rail bridge.

This design clearly leaves no space for future rail
reactivation, despite assurances from City officials
and the MTA.

Metro Hub land currently managed by New York
City Department of Citywide Administrative
Services (DCAS), but would be transferred to Parks
Dept., requiring future park alienation if transit is
added.

Embankment Section: 16’ Shared Path

‘TOTAL FLAT AREA REQUIRED

METROPOLITAN
EXPEDITIONARY
LEARNING SCHOOL
(MELS) CAMPUS

COMMERCIAL
PARKING

PROPERTY LINE
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Circulation Diagram
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After attending Parks/EDC
public scoping meetings, we
came up with a proposal that
addresses the key things that
we heard from the public.

What we heard:
e  Space for transit
° Safe access to Forest
Park
° Public bathrooms

This property will be transferred
to the Parks Dept. Any future
transit through here would
require park alienation, which
will most likely be fought over in
court.

A transportation easement must
be included in this transfer.
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Northern park
Future station entrance

Dual-use walking/cycling path

Future rail right-of-way (on embankment)

Metropolitan Expeditionary Learning Schools (MELS) Campus
Outdoor classroom (MELS)

Rebuilt pedestrian bridge

Public bathrooms

. Glendale Little League fields

Future rail right-of-way (on viaduct; support locations marked)
Southern park entrance (Union Turnpike)

QueensLink

Plan for the

Metropolitan Hub

with provisions for rail reactivation




Metropolitan Hub: QueensLink

Our plan moves the path and

new bridge to the side,
providing the same connection

to Union Turnpike, while

creating a Transportation

Easement for the future rail and

station.

This would allow for future
reactivation with minimal
disruption to the paths and
park; no park alienation.
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BART: Oakland, CA

MARTA: Atlanta, GA
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Queens needs
both parks and
transit. Let's build
both!

We assembled a
team of
dedicated
volunteers.

We're here now!
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Feasibility
Study

QOur idea is
possible!

The MTA
completed a
study saying Rails
& Trails are can
work here.

Community

Outreach

We're working
with residents,
organizations,
and leaders to
craft a proposal
that works for
EVERYONE.
We're holding
town halls,
tabling sessions,
rallies, and morel

Environmental
Impact
Statement (EIS)

The MTA
performs a
detailed technical
study, as part of a
federally-mandat-
ed process. This
tells us exactly
how the project
would work and
its projected
impact.

Funding
Procurement

We acquire
funding for the
project through
local, state, and
federal sources.

This happens
through budget
negotiations and
creative funding

strategies.

Design

Industry
professionals
draw up the plans
and engineer
solutions to the
project’s technical
challenges.

Construction

#RailsandTrails

are coming to a

neighborhood
near you!

We'll work with
the residents to
minimize disrup-
tions throughout
construction.



Our Asks of CB6

To support our alternative plans for a
Metropolitan Hub park that leaves space
for future transit.

To support our request of the NY City
Council to fund an Economic Study on
the benefits of QueensLink to the local
economy.

To support our request for $10 million in
the 2024-25 NYS budget for an
Environmental Impact Statement.

QueensLink

Connecting Communities with Rails & Trails
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